
The beginning of July brought with it a new fiscal year for Criminal Justice Ministry. To learn more

about the outcomes of our programs and services over the past year, be sure to monitor our

website for the upcoming publication of a comprehensive Annual Report

In this edition of the CJM Connection, we will be highlighting the successes of our clients and

staff to demonstrate our appreciation for their service and participation in our programs. We also

acknowledge the support of our donors and grantors, including the Archdiocese of St. Louis'

Annual Catholic Appeal, the St. Louis Mental Health Board, and the Department of Veterans

Affairs, who help us at Criminal Justice Ministry continue  our mission to serve, not to judge.

In early June, CJM hosted a "Spring

Cleaning" event to organize don-

ations for our housing program.

Thank you to the volunteers, board

members, and staff who helped

with that event!

To find out more about volunteer

opportunities with CJM, visit our

website  cjmstlouis.org/volunteer.

A new edition of our volunteer

newsletter, the Volunteer Voice, was

published earlier this week. Click

here to read the latest edition.
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In this issue:

We pay tribute to two former Release to Rent clients

who recently passed. Mr. Durwood Woolridge, a

graduate from 2013, served as a member of our Board of

Directors at the time of CJM's separation from the

Society of St. Vincent de Paul.  A Veteran from the US

Marine Corp, Mr. Durwood was an esteemed rifle

marksman and received commendations and an

honorable discharge.  His service to our country and to

CJM and our community is remembered and honored

by staff members Doug Evans and Lara Meier.

Another recent Veterans program client, Mr. Mark

Brooks, passed around Father's Day. A CJM graduate as

of April of this year, Mr. Brooks had come to be one of

Jerome Arnold's favorite clients. Although he was older

than Jerome, at 63 he affectionately referred to Jerome

as "Pops" and Jerome will always remember him as like a

son, who had "so much good in him that he didn't see in

himself." An Army Veteran with few family connections,

Mr. Brooks is memorialized by Jerome and CJM.

Client
Memorials

https://www.cjmstlouis.org/
https://www.cjmstlouis.org/volunteer
https://files.constantcontact.com/21c36e29401/7b1a8a28-7e34-4fac-bb4e-3f5c7165e5e9.pdf
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July's Incarceration Forum

Makin' It Work vocational training

program (instructed at the

Transition Center in St. Louis by CJM

volunteers)

Missouri Department of Corrections

Division of Probation & Parole

Employment Connection's World of

Work job-readiness program

SLU's Transformative Workforce

Academy Second Chance Job Fair

Empower Missouri's Criminal Justice

Coalition

In July, we hosted another Incarceration

Forum via Zoom on Employment After

Incarceration. Check out our partner

organization's websites for more in-

formation on employment issues, in-

cluding Probation & Parole require-

ments, expungement, and more! Thank

you to our panelists for an informative

event.

10th Annual Trivia Night
Saturday, August 21st, 7:00 PM at St.

James the Greater School Gym (1360

Tamm Ave.). Tables are limited and

registration is first come, first serve to

maintain social distancing. Further

details about COVID-19 precautions and

registration can be found on our

website.

The nature of our FIRST Services program, which

meets the immediate needs of those reentering

society, makes progress updates on clients a rare

occurrence. George Estes, who first received

services in 2018 and returned this year for further

support, is a bonafide example of the success of

our clients. A spiritual man, George praises our

FIRST Services Liaison, Sister Geraldine, SSND, for

the help and guidance she provided him during

their meetings. Mr. Estes enrolled in Forest Park

Community College after their meeting and is

pursuing his Associates degree in fine arts with a

focus on photography. He has started his own

photography business and taxi cab company,

while taking pride in maintaining a 3.0+ GPA.

George met Sister Geraldine while staying at

Dismas House in St. Louis., He believes it was his

destiny to meet her, just as it's destiny to meet

"everyone who exudes love" in life. When he

returned to CJM in May of 2021, George says she

provided him a backpack for school, food, vital

papers (e.g. birth certificates)…. "I don't know what

they didn't give me... hope, love, determination,

goals, consistency, God..."

Thanks to Sister Geraldine for her commitment

to our clients and our mission, and congrat-

ulations to Mr. George Estes for his continued

success now and in the future.

Praise for 
FIRST Services

Take our survey here to give us your

suggestions on future forums!

https://www.cjmstlouis.org/
https://twitter.com/CJM_STL
https://www.facebook.com/CJMSTL
http://linkedin.com/company/criminal-justice-ministry
http://www.workinitout.com/4exoffenders.html
https://doc.mo.gov/divisions/probation-parole
https://www.employmentstl.org/job-seekers
https://second-chance-slu.web.app/
https://empowermissouri.org/criminal-justice-coalition/
https://www.cjmstlouis.org/trivianight2021
https://cjmstlouis.app.neoncrm.com/np/clients/cjmstlouis/survey.jsp?surveyId=27&

