
Since the publication of our last edition of

the Volunteer Voice, CJM has onboarded a

new volunteer coordinator, Lyla

Novakowski. Lyla is excited to join CJM.

Having recently relocated to Saint Louis,

Lyla served as a Volunteer Coordinator for

the Loudoun County and Fairfax County

Correctional institutions in Virginia. Before

that, she enjoyed teaching for ten years

inside both jails. She has witnessed

firsthand the trials of working within the

criminal justice system but also how vital

and transformative this service can be; Lyla

is committed to learning how she can best

empower every volunteer serving with CJM

by combining what she has gained in her

past experiences but also by learning from

you, the volunteers. For any volunteer-

related questions, please feel free to

contact Lyla at volunteer@cjmstlouis.org.
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STAY CONNECTED
As we evolve our volunteer programming,

stay connected and check out the latest

ways to engage with CJM. This newsletter

contains volunteer opportunities, but a

complete listing and sign-up form for

current positions can be found here.

We are humbled by the outpouring of love from

the community for our new home at 2342
LaSalle St. Multiple crews from the Saint Louis
Sluggers have helped paint, fix lights, install

doors, and build a ramp! Truly masters at their

craft and filled with generosity, these incredible

community leaders have transformed this space

into a place where clients will know we

recognize their human dignity. 

The painting party on September 24 was

victorious with help from  CJM clients,
community volunteers, and a team from
Boeing Global Engagement. Volunteers

shared stories and expressed gratitude for CMJ's

mission. First-time volunteers look forward to

continuing to support our cause.

Malta Mobile  Ministry and Holy Haulers will

move our furniture on October 11th. If you are

called to serve during this move, Please contact

us at volunteer@cjmstlouis.org.  

CJM is MOVING  

https://cjmstlouis.app.neoncrm.com/np/clients/cjmstlouis/survey.jsp?surveyId=29&


PROGRAM, EVENT, AND
VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHTS
EVENTS 

JOIN OUR PEN PAL PROGRAM

CHRISTMAS BAKING

CMJ's pen pal program is one of the most

significant and underutilized ways to volunteer

and impact the lives of the incarcerated

through service with CJM.  To learn more about

the CJM pen pal program, contact Myra

Vandersall at  myrav@cjmstlouis.org. All

letters are held in confidence and are routed

through CJM for your privacy.

Christmas Cookie Season is upon us once again. We will be

delivering starting December 9th in hopes of bringing joy to all

incarcerated neighbors. This year we hope to have 200 dozen

cookies. If you're interested in offering your baking skills to the

CJM community, sign up here to receive more information on

our needs and timeline for delivery. Sign up soon before slots

fill up!

Join us  
October 8th, Gospel Brunch 

October 26th, CJM's Open House 
November 1st, Reclaiming Wholeness 

December Christmas Baking 
 
 

In Loving Memory 
With great sadness, we inform
you that  former CJM Board
Member Sr. Jude Hebert, DC,
passed on September 17. Please
click here to view her obituary.

We are grateful for her
contributions to our
ministry. May she rest in peace.

 THIS SATURDAY 
 

$35 PER TICKET 
SUPPORT THE

MISSION OF LET'S
START WITH

AMAZING FOOD,
MUSIC, AND RAFFLE 

AND GUEST
SPEAKERS

MOVING DAY 
OCTOBER 11TH 

 
OPEN HOUSE 

OCTOBER 26TH 
 AT 1PM  

 
 

https://e.givesmart.com/events/rLc/
https://www.catholicprisonministries.org/reclaiming-wholeness
https://www.hutchensfuneralhomes.com/obituaries/Sister-Judith-Hebert?obId=25905304
mailto:myrav@cjmstlouis.org
https://cjmstlouis.app.neoncrm.com/np/clients/cjmstlouis/survey.jsp?surveyId=30&
https://www.hutchensfuneralhomes.com/obituaries/Sister-Judith-Hebert?obId=25905304


Looking Back 
To Move Forward  

Hello Volunteers    

There is no question that the Criminal Justice Ministry (CJM) still maintains some of the most brilliant, passionate
volunteers through many transitions, from the pandemic to management and office changes you have endured. The
consistency and devotion shared by every volunteer who continues to serve, whether in the pen pal program or those
visiting our neighbors in lockup, is one of the reasons why our clients say that CJM changed their lives. The strength in
service in this community is inspired. Since my first day at CJM, I have been welcomed by staff,  volunteers, and
community leaders. I had the pleasure of speaking with clients and former volunteer coordinators such as Sr. Rose
Rita Huelsman and Anna Muckerman.
 
   Sr. Rose Rita served in this position for 15 years and built many programs. There is something comforting in being
around those who know the power of teaching on the inside. There are things you don't have to explain. For example,
how the training is valuable but doesn't include the transformative and powerful experience of working inside the
jails and prisons. How oddly safe a person can feel or how quickly everyone in the room can forget where they are and
enjoy learning together and listening to each other for one hour. Those who volunteer with CJM see the light, whereas
others see it as a dark place. While we fondly remembered our days working with our favorite people, we also stumbled
upon a great opportunity. Sr. Rose Rita discussed a beautiful project she was involved in for years, where the
community in Release to Rent would gather to share a meal once a month with the volunteers. This came at the perfect
time, as when I came to CJM, Tom Casey, our director, had a brilliant idea to revive this old program in a new way.

   I am pleased to inform you that we are currently in the planning stages of our new and exciting volunteer incentive,
Mission Welcome Home. During the pandemic, many of you were called to bake meals for clients recently released.
We are now working on a way of bringing everyone safely together again. As this project is still in its infancy, it is my
mission to bring back the old spirit of the CJM, where we come together as one community.  Based on my conversation
with Sr. Rose Rita and my experience, I will revamp the training manuals with helpful tools to help empower
volunteers on this new journey. I firmly believe in careful planning but hope to have this project up and running before
the New Year for all interested volunteers. If you are called to serve in this new project, please email
volunteer@cjmstlouis.org.  

   It was terrific speaking with Ann Muckerman; she is still very committed to this cause and the CJM volunteer division.
We talked a lot about what she hoped to see in the organization. Like Anna, I, too, believe in events such as continued
volunteer education. These are significant events where we share helpful training tools and learn from each other. A
volunteer working in Let’s Start or First Steps can learn a lot from someone who is a teacher and vice-versa.  We will
also be bringing back Volunteer Appreciation Night. I can’t stress enough why this is so vital to attend these events. I
have been doing this type of service since I was 17. It started when I gave a sandwich to a homeless neighbor. For over
20 years, I learned that while all those sandwiches and hygiene kits were necessary, it wasn’t nearly as powerful as
when I joined hands with other helpers. When we come together, we can see the gifts others have to offer, which might
be precisely what helps to empower our mentee, our student, our pen pal, or our client.  If you serve a CJM client, you
can access CJM and its entire community. 

  I will be visiting and planning to spend a lot in the institutions we serve. And while I will never be able to replace the
incredible work of Sr. Rose Rita or Anna, I do hope I can be there to help you as you do for others. After our move is
finalized, I hope to connect with every volunteer serving a CJM client. However, should you ever need any anything,
email lylan@cjmstlouis.org. 

Thank you for all you do! 
Lyla Novakowski 

 


